INVITATION - CSM'S "CLIMATE CONVERSATIONS"

You are invited to an interactive seminar on Climate Security - a new approach to structuring foreign
policy and securing global stability- organised by the Centre for Social Markets (CSM) in
association with the UK-based E3G.
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Climate change represents the greatest civilisational threat to human beings and life on Earth.
Freshwater shortages; declines in food production; plant and animal extinctions; more deaths from
floods, storms, heat waves and droughts; economic and political instability... The list of potential
impacts of climate change is long and urgent. The scientific evidence is overwhelming and the need
for action now understood to be greater than ever. Poor countries are at the greatest risk and will
suffer the most.

As Sir Nicholas Stern, author of the influential Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change
has warned, global warning is an economic challenge - it could shrink the global economy by 20%.
He notes "the magnitude of these risks is very large and has to be taken into account in the kind of
investments the world makes today and the consumption patterns it has.

In India, predicted impacts such as a reduction in Himalayan melt-water and changes to the
monsoon will not only have catastrophic human and economic consequences, but pose
unprecedented security challenges with migrant and displaced populations.

What is India doing about this and how can we develop a pro-active agenda in response?
In particular, what are India's mega cities doing to address their climate vulnerability?

About the Programme

This seminar kicks off a major new programme of work by the Centre for Social Markets, in
association with leading national and international partners, on a pro-active agenda for climate
security in India. It will have a three-pronged focus on public education and engagement; the
challenges faced by India's highly-populated metropolitan areas; and the opportunities for
business innovation, growth and livelihoods.

The programme will feature a public debate series, Climate Conversations - of which this seminar
is the first; an international Climate City Exchange programme for planners, officials and
practitioners to exchange and adopt good practice; and a Climate Means Business programme
for entrepreneurs and businesspeople.

The objective will be to foster a 'can-do' approach to tackling climate change and setting an
example to others.



