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International Activities

International Financial Institutions

FoEl's programme on International Financial Institulions
(IFls) has effectively led policy and project debates
on the local, national, regional and international
levels for more than ten years. Friends of the Earth
calls for increased transparency and accountability in
the IFls; an end to their financing of damaging devel-
opment projects; and the promotion of locally and
culturally defined sustainable alternatives to the
large-scale development projects propagated by
these institutions.

The Southeast Asian financial crisis in 1997 provided
a bitter illustration of the havoc which footloose
investment and speculative currency trading can
wreak. FoEl campaigners helped to bring the very

complex issue of IMF-imposed structural adjustment 4

into mainstream view, provoking welcome and wide-
ranging criticism of the Fund's prescriptions f

‘healthy’ economies and the bailing out of wealtily

investors by taxpayers,

In 1997, FoEl IFl campaigning in Asia, L4tin

with FoEl work on climate, mining, forests and trade
both between and within regions, despite varied
experiences as well as poli-
tical and economic circum-
stances. FoEl campaigning
priorities were realigned,
catalyzed by a shift among
the international financial
institutions from public to
private funding for large-
scale development proj-
ects. The fully globalized
IFls are now in the business
of creating ideal condi-
tions for private sector
investment around the
globe, and FoEl highlighted their roles not only in
development financing but also in privatization,
trade liberalization, deregulation, governance and
other matters of concern to civil society.

Climate Change and Energy

Climate change dominated the international political
agenda in 1997. The Denver G-8, the UN General
Assembly Special Session to review the Earth
Surmit (Earth Summit [1), the Commonwealth Heads
of Government meeting in Edinburgh and the UN

Climate Summit in Kyoto all grappléd with the poli-
tical and economic challenges posed by human-
induced climate change.

Given the crucial importance of the UN Climate
Summit and the urgent need for industrialized
nations to agree to legally-binding limits for green-
house gas emissions, FoEl's climate campaign focused
its energies on getting results out of Kyoto. Every
major political event building up to Kyoto was used
to raise the profile of the issue, explain the dangers,
offer alternatives and exert political pressure for
immediate action. Highly visible events such as the
f\l‘lELT‘.)i,‘.(‘rS’C’UTﬁfLII‘ES in front of the-UN and imagi-
qa}ivé'actions in national capitals pigued media

attention and kept climate change in the headlines.

N

At Kyoto itself, members of FoEl's 31-strong delega-
tion from 18 countries were immersed in advocacs
and campaigning. FoEl prepared creative actions)
often in conjunction with other NGOs, to spotlight
issues such as the dirty war against the Kyoto
Protocol by fossil fuel companies, the environmental
dangers of air travel, human rights abuses in the pur-
suit of cheap oil, and the unwitting public bankrol-
ling of climate-destroying power projects. The luke-
warm and loophole-riddled official outcome of the
Summit will necessitate FoEl's vigilance and engage
ment in the implementa-
tion stage of the Climate
Convention.

Trade, Environment and
Sustainabilif
ade-and investment are
two sides of the same coin,
- and FoE groups were ac-
tive in both areas in a year
which saw moves towards
further global integration.
From involvement in
meetings of regional trad-
ing blocs such as APEC and Mercosur to engage-
ment in the process leading up to the Furopean
Union's Treaty of Amsterdam, FoE groups provided a
counterbalance to the dangerously one-sided free
trade agenda being pursued by governments,

The ecologically-destructive Hidrovia waterway
project in Latin America, being built to promote
regional trade at any cost, was the continued focus of
FoE campaigning in that region. In the United
States, the successful defeat of the administration's



Globally, more and more people are travelling by
plane, and the aviation sector enjoys generous
subsidies and minimal taxation despite its poisonous
environmental conduct. If 'flying-as-usual’ continues,
air traffic will contribute up to 10 percent of global
greenhouse gases by 2015. On December 5 and 6th,
FoE groups in Austria, Cyprus, Denmark, England,
France (Midi-Pyrenées), Germany, ltaly, Japan,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Spain took action

against these disturbing trends under the umbrella of the European The Right Price For Air
Travel campaign. In Germany, for example, activist Santas

thanked rail passengers for not travelling by plane by giving
them sweets. In Kyoto, while the official Climate Summit
hobbled along indoors, FoEl and A SEED Japan put on a

colourful open-air street theatre performance.

One of FoFEl's more popular stunts in Kyoto was the Dirty Dozen ballot,
the 'winner of which was presented with the Scorched Earth award. First prize went to
the Global Climate Coalition (GCC), a US-based corporate lobby group which
invested millions of dollars in a public misinformation campaign claiming fthat
climate saving measures could catalyze widespread unemployment and industrial
collapse. Ironically, between 1992 and 1996, GCC member companies shed more
than 84,000 jobs while increasing their profits by an average of 117 percent/ The
reputation of the GCC and its dirty member companies - which include Chrysler
General Motors, Dow Chemical, Exxon, Ford, Mobil, Shell, Texaco, and/(_[nion.

Carbide - were heavily burned by the negative press coverage provoked by FoEl's
Scorched Earth award.

Rights Day and the Climate Summit. The sombre procession
included black hooded executioners with nooses around their
necks representing 'loopholes' in the agreement. Oronto
Douglas of FoE Nigeria stated: “If this meeting does not
agree on a tough greenhouse gas reduction target, it will not
only be an environmental disaster but an abuse of human
rights on an historic scale. In my country and other less
developed countries, it is the poorest people who will pay
the price for profligate fossil fuel use in the developed
nations.”

Phatos: Yasushi Nagotchi; Bonn-Sequenz (Santas)
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